People Parking
Bay

The quest for a parklet permit Brenda Puech,
Hackney resident



Rebar Park(ing) Day November 2005

Going global
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» From little things: Rebar's original pop-up park in San Francisco in 2005. Photograph:
my.parkingday.org
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Parklets in London

Arup parklet In Camden Hackney Wells Street




Parklets in Majorca




Trying to apply for a parking

permit N Hackney Deciding to go for it anyway

Application for permit turned down

Application for an Estate Parking Permit

Please complete this form and post it to North East Nei Office, 149 Hill, N16 5LG

Part 1. Applicant details (IN BLOCK CAPITALS)

we [ WMo | Maincomact | 0995€ 525043

number

(Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr)

First Secondary contact

rems | Bremoa || pocon [b20 7243 2590

Last

st [ Pueen | oaeorvin | 02.y1963

Address We can create an online account for you that willlet you renew y¢
51 ROCHFORD WALK permit and buy vouchers online, and receive email reminders abc

i when your permit is due to expire. To set this up, you will need to

BLACKSTONE  ESTATE provide an email address. You will then be sent an email containi

you a link that will allow you to set a password.

Tiek this bax if you want an online account to be set up

Postcode | E8 3HE}  Emailaddress | bpuech, @ Notmail.conn

Tick this box if you want to sign up for free parking text message alerts, and we will let you know
when your permit needs renewing, or your car is parked in a suspended bay.

Part 2. Details of vehicle owned or kept by applicant

Vehicle registration nngrnber [ YeopLe Prrking BAY - |
NP

| do not owns o Motor car.
| wish, o pavk 4 bicyces and a
bench lov pavking “peopla and 2]
plantets toito U plants = flowers in fhe baa,.

Self-certification — In ticking this box | can confirm that the vehicle for which | am applying for a permit
is registered with the DVLA at the address stated in this application, or that | am the authorised keeper
of a company vehicle, or the owner of a foreign-regi: vehicle. | that if my vehicle is

found to be registered at a different address, my permit may be cancelled. ll N [ B

Vehicle make, model and
colour N

Part 3. Change of vehicle Information

Duration of permit required — Your annual permit is valid for a period of 12 months

P .
¢ Nationw
Swinde
FlexAccount Tek 03437 30 2050 i3 07-02-4¢
VWw.nationwide.co, k 00066 07031281

H-O"C.K” Guncid..

Nati
PGtionwide Building Society

%O 20
£37-45

Y_B MS B PUECH
A
Sl e e

W Con i com 9508 G
388

Cheque Number

"i000&Lr g w0 2LE 07031284

People Parking Bay

You're welcome to park yourself on the
bench, your bike on the stand and your
drink or shopping on the table

Why am | doing this?
Because parking bays can be used for more than just parking cars.

When I offered the Council full price for an annual parking permit
they refused because I do not have or want a car. Instead I wanted
to show how the same space could be used... I'm afraid I took
matters into my own hands.

Households in Hackney who don’t have a car number twice as many
as those that do. Yet all our kerbside space is devoted to car parking.
And cars are parked - on average — for 95% of the time. What a
waste! Surely we can find a better use for at least some of our
precious roadside space?

Why not allow people to park themselves along a road instead, or
give children a space to play, or simply have something lovely to look
at, say, a mini-garden?

This is just one quirky example of what we could do in a parking
space. Please do park yourself here, as long as it lasts.

26 May 2017 www.PeopleParkingBay.com




Launch 26 May 2017

Cutting the ribbon - Green GLA
member Caroline Russell

Invitation to opening




BEFORE AFTER

View from my window View from my window




BEFORE — My street AFTER — My street

View down the street View down the street




The bay In play

Sitting with my friends Family partying




Reaction to the bay

Curious visitors reading the notice People gather to chat




Visitors to the bay

Passsersby chatting Children gathering in the bay
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Visitors — children’s playing space




tors — children’s playing space
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Visitor book comments
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Visitor Book starts filling up
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Four Visitor Books fill up
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Twitter #PeopleParkingBay

@ Better Streets TH liked Gemma Clarke # @GemClarke24 - Aug 23 v
: Chamoun Issa @Chamounlssa - Jul 15 v Two fingers to the council & their parking permits with this cute little set up down
Genius! #PeopleParkingBay the road from me! #Hackney #takeaseat #PeopleParkingBay




Twitter #PeopleParkingBay

WalthamForestCycling and 13 others Retweeted Paul Thompson @raganello - Jun 10 v
Hackney Cyclist @Hackneycyclist - Jul 5 The Best Seat in London: Comments left at #peopleParkingBay convinced me

Took a detour past the #peopleparkingbay last night. Nice to see it being what welcome cases they'd become if installed throughout London.
by a child reading. | hope it stays!
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Twitter #PeopleParking

PhilipGlanville liked

Kylie @netwench - Jun 1 v
In photo: TAP London @LondonTap . Aug 15 v
1. Campervan parked, unused, never moved

2 K it T G i Pl It seems extraordinary that residents cannot pay to use road space for small

@hackneycouncil @PhilipGlanville more of #2 parklets that beautify the street' #peopleparkingbay #Hackney




Media reaction

Gazette

Home News Sport Entertainment What's On

Meet the transport campaigners trying to make
Hackney’s streets safer using mobile speed
cameras — and flowerbeds

@ PUBLISHED: 18:30 30 May 2017 Tom Horton
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Green London Assembly Member Caroline Russell opens the ‘people’s parking bay' and
chats to Adam, five. Picture: Tom Horton

Campaigners looking to reduce the impact of cars on Hackney's roads are
taking matters into their own hands by filling parking bays with benches and
flowerpots and using mobile cameras to catch speeding motorists.

1/ CITIZEN

People’s Parking Bay founder urges
council to reverse removal threat

Brenda Puech'’s parking space garden could be driven out following complaint
from car owner

Hackney Citizen

Share this:

Double mellow: visitors rel

at the parking bay. Photog:

ph: Brenda Puech

The creator of a popular parking bay garden in London Fields has been told to
up sticks by the council — or face seeing her decorations wheeled away.

Pro-walking campaigner Brenda Puech was refused permission by the council
to pay for a parking space for anything other than a car.




Media reaction

r =
/ / 4 NEWS ~ INYOURAREA SPORT~ WHAT'SON ~ BUSINESS . = i i iti
H\R [BRIDE‘J\]\; Miniature constructions called ‘parklets’ are transforming streets in cities around the world —

and now people say they should exist in Cambridge.

m News b Cambridge News » Cambridge

'Parklets' COUld tl'ar'ISfOl'm the streets Of cambridge, Campaigners are calling for the introduction of these pint-sized hang-outs after a woman in
say campaigners London created a sensation by building one on her street without the council's permission.

Parking spaces on the streets should not just be used for cars, it is being proposed
Brenda Puech, 54, from Hackney, decided to build a parklet after Hackney Council told her she

could only use a parking permit for a car.

“| felt, if you don't have a car, why shouldn't you be allowed to have a parking space,” said Ms
Puech, a disability access consultant. “For me it is a civil liberties issue as much as anything else.”

According to Ms Puech, parklets originated in San Francisco and are built in parking spaces next

to the pavement to create extra space for pedestrians to stop and relax.

\;'\*{‘J.’ ? g’

= e a great community focal point and it shows that you can use spaces for alternatives to cars.”
N

Asked if a parklet could work in Cambridge, she said: I think that would be wonderful. It makes

s 7 ! 1/} o I
D o e ':',

A Cambridgeshire County Council spokesperson said: “The County Council has an approved

policy for the management of parking across the county.

"We work closely with local communities to ensure the application of our policy is effective and
meets their needs. Any changes to how road space is used involves full consultation with the

elected members residents and businesses.”

Members of the public enjoying a People Parking Bay in Hackney




Media reaction

by Landor L
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mremgence e puhll( e private parking sectors since
1989,

“| believe a programme could be developed that harnesses people’s creativity and willingness
to invest in the street outside their home and that enhances the public realm, without costing
the tax-payer any additional money.

Brenda Puech wants to see 'people parking bays' on every street in the borough, where
residents and businesses can place something apart from a car for communal use in a bay
when they buy a permit.

“This does not have to cost money for local authorities, or even lose them car parking revenue,”

said Puech. "Parklets are common in San Francisco, New York and many US and European
cities.”

The number of househalds in Hackney and other inner London boroughs that do not have a car
outnumber car owning homes by two to one, according to Puech. “Yet all our kerbside space is
given over to car parking. What is worse, cars in London are parked on average 96% of the
time. This is a waste of valuable street space. 2 public resource - the street - is being allocated
very inefficiently.

“With a decrease in car ownership and car use in cities, are we allocating too much space for
cars and not enough for other uses? Walking is the most common way for people to get
around and yet car parking dominates kerbside space. There is little or no provision for walkers
to rest. Many people, including older and disabled people, and people with kids need regular
rest stops while walking, and many pavements are too narrow for walking, let alone for
benches”

Hackney resident wants to convert parking bays

into people places

Deniz Huseyin

15 June 201
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A Hackney resident has launched a
campaign to turn surplus on-street parking
spaces into car-free ‘people parking bays'
Brenda Puech contacted the London
Borough of Hackney to request an annual
parking permit as she wanted to install a
bench, cycle stands and plants in the bay
outside her home.

Her request was turned down by the
authority, which said the permit could only
be used for parking a vehicle.

Undeterred, Puech organised a ‘direct
action’ event on 26 May, transforming the
space outside her home into a ‘people
parking bay'

The action was supported by London
Assembly member Caroline Russell, who
said: “I'm delighted to support Brenda
Puech’s people’s parking bay direct action
which humorously and gently points out
the absurdity of confining the use of
precious street space for storing cars.

“With car ownership plummeting it seems
extraordinary that residents who don’t own

cars cannot pay to use road space for small parklets that beautify the street and make streets

into less hostile and more sociable places.




Eviction notice received on 16 June 2017 —three
weeks after the launch

& Hackney

IMPORTANT NOTICE

WOULD THE OWNER(S) OF THESE ITEMS PLEASE REMOVE THEM
FROM THIS PARKING BAY.

If the items are not removed by 23 JUNE 2017 Hackney Council will have no
option but to remove them and dispose of them without further notice and
without liability.

The costs of removal and disposal may be passed on to the owner(s).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
Estate Management

16 June 2017




Reaction by locals to eviction notices

To: Mayor of Hackney, Philip Glanville e —

Please let the People Parking Bay 869 Sireures
in Hackney remain Sign the petition

First Name * @
Campaign created by
Brenda Puech ‘ | '
Last Name *
Email *
Postcode *

Your personal information will be kept private and
held securely. By submitting information you are
agreeing to 38 Degrees keeping you informed about
campaigns and agree to the use of cockies. Privacy
policy

Please allow the People Parking Bay in Hackney to remain for at least the summer in
order to gauge public support for a ‘parklet’ programme in Hackney.




Reaction by locals to eviction notices
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Children try to save the bay

Please do not close this place
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PEOPLE PARKING DAY
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Council refuses to allow parklet to remain

Gazette

Home News Sport Enterfainment What's On

London Fields protester who transformed
parking bay into garden loses fight with council

0 PUBLISHED: 14:53 30 June 2017 | UPDATED: 14:53 30 June 2017 Tom Horton
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The bay has proved popular with passers-by. Picture: Brenda Puech

It was fun while it lasted but a Hackney parking space converted into a mini
garden is set to be removed following a driver's complaint.

The council has told Brenda to remove the bay. Picture: Brenda Puech

The People’s Parking Bay has proven so popular with passers-by in London Fields over
the last month it's on its fourth visitors book and 700 people have signed a petition for it to
stay.




Last day of the bay

Children gather around for a last time Final visitors to the bay




John Ackers @JohnAckers - Aug 16 v
Thx to @pedalmeapp for moving the #PeopleParkingBay to a new location in

Moving the Hackney on Monday evening. People loved it
bay {0 a new N aSWijad (71
location

People Parking Bay on tour
8 new photos - Album by John Ackers

photos.google.com




New location in Glyn Road Hackney

Parking bay in front of church Rolling out the bay
LSy




Setting up the bay

Locals gathering to watch Dog refuses to leave




Streets for people @EBrendaPuech - Aug 14

G I y n R O ad b ay #peopleparkingbay Lovely to see the first kiss in the bay within minutes of it

being in a new location. People just LOVE it @hackneycouncil

Having a well deserved rest

Q 6 11 4 Q 81 M




tors to Glyn Road
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Glyn Road

Amy Firth @amyfirthmusic - Aug 16 v

Locals provide reading material

Just when | thought | couldn't love #Hackney any more than | already do... |
stumble upon @Parkingdpeople! { ’fl.lﬁc';‘o . #peopleparking




Glyn Road: Visitor books 1 & 2
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The future of residential streets

Bruce McVean @brucemcvean - Aug 20
The future of residential streets - modal filtering so no through traffic and

parking for people #HealthyStreets
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Full marks on Healthy Streets

Bruce McVean @brucemcvean - Aug 20
.@LE_Saunders adds to People Parking Bay visitor book Full #HealthyStreets

marks Great work @Parkingdpeople @BrendaPuech #tacticalurbanism




Eviction notice after 10 days

Notices plastered all over the bay 48 hours to quit Hackney

,') :

H HaCkney e
48HOURS NOTICE

tion 149 of the Highways Act 1980

We, the Highway Authority, believe that the illegal parklet deposited on the highway on Glyn Road constitutes a nuisance. By
notice you are required to remove it forthwith.

Failure to remove the illegal parklet may result in the High Authority ing the ob ion in of sub: i

Authorised Officer: Miriam Placide  Signature: % ' &

Date Issued: 23/08/2017 Date of Intended Removal: 25/08/2017

[ Ci y Safety and Enf Service, PO Box 60476 London E8 9EJ, Telephone: 0208 356 4504




Reaction by locals to eviction notices

Streets for people @BrendaPuech - Aug 25 v
So a local resident has put up a day visitor permit to save the #peopleparking
bay. Aww.

the month and date

(@) n 20 Q 68 il




Brenda Puech began setting up her People Parking Bay in
different locations in Hackney over a month ago, complete
with a fake lawn and garden furniture.

Media reaction

EveningStandard.

The gardens proved a huge hit among locals, but Hackney
Council has removed the makeshift bay due to complaints
from drivers.

Green campaigner wins latest

battle with Hackney Council over After a month-long row with the 54-year-old, the council has
parking space gardens now agreed to meet with Ms Puech next week to “come up

JONATHAN MITCHELL | Saturday 2 September 2017 07:29 | [JJ 6 comments “”[h a SOlU[lOH [hat wol kS tOI ev eryone R
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- Click to follow
The Evening Standard
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Brenda Puech has moved the bay across different parking spaces in the borough

The People Parking Bay while set up in London Fields last month Brenda Puech A SDOkesmall told the Standard officials have agl'eed not to
remove her existing installation in the parking bay while

A green campaigner who turned a parking space into a ] A
they discuss plans for the "parkets".

garden has won her latest battle with a London council.




Move to Wadeson Street, Tower Hamlets

View from a window Neighbours start talking to each other




Visitors to Wadeson Street

_1-34 Barnes :-ouse




Reaction to Wadeson Street parklet

Evan Odell @evanodell - Sep 5

Spotted this from @parkingdpeople near my flat, the only civilised use of a
parking bay in London

Mo adam @MoeNugal - Sep 9

Replying to @Parking4people @TowerHamletsNow @hackneycouncil

For me your work @Parkingdpeople is a work of political art it should be at the
@_TheWhitechapel




Current Council initiatives

Why are the pop-up parklets temporary and only in Shoreditch?

We know that there is a demand for parklets across the borough. The pop-up parklets are an opportunity for us to see
what works, and how they could be rolled ocut more widely.

In the future we want to provide a way for local residents to suggest locations and uses for more permanent parklets
everywhere - Car Free Day is just the start.

Low
EMISSION = Hackney
I NEIGHBOURHOOD

Car free day




Are parklets the future for parking bays?

* New regulatory framework

* Encourage people to apply and pay for
parklet permits

* Provide light touch regulation and
oversight

* Allow
* Allow
* Provio

people to invest In their public realm
neople to express their creativity

e subsidies In poorer areas




