
People Parking 
Bay
The quest for a parklet permit Brenda Puech, 

Hackney resident



Rebar Park(ing) Day November 2005



Public parklets

San Francisco New York



San Francisco Parklet manual



Parklets in London

Arup parklet in Camden Hackney Wells Street



Parklets in Majorca



Trying to apply for a parking 
permit in Hackney

Application for permit turned down

Deciding to go for it anyway



Launch 26 May 2017

Invitation to opening
Cutting the ribbon - Green GLA 
member Caroline Russell



BEFORE AFTER

View from my window View from my window



BEFORE – My street AFTER – My street

View down the street View down the street



The bay in play

Sitting with my friends Family partying



Reaction to the bay

Curious visitors reading the notice People gather to chat



Visitors to the bay

Passsersby chatting Children gathering in the bay



Visitors – children’s playing space



Visitors – children’s playing space



Visitor book comments



Visitor Book starts filling up



Four Visitor Books fill up



Twitter #PeopleParkingBay



Twitter #PeopleParkingBay



Twitter #PeopleParking



Media reaction



Media reaction



Media reaction



Eviction notice received on 16 June 2017 – three 
weeks after the launch



Reaction by locals to eviction notices

Petition



Reaction by locals to eviction notices



Children try to save the bay

Please do not close this place



Council refuses to allow parklet to remain



Last day of the bay

Children gather around for a last time Final visitors to the bay



Moving the 
bay to a new 
location

On the move



New location in Glyn Road Hackney

Parking bay in front of church Rolling out the bay



Setting up the bay

Locals gathering to watch Dog refuses to leave



Glyn Road bay

Having a well deserved rest First kiss in the bay



Visitors to Glyn Road



Glyn Road

Locals provide reading material



Glyn Road: Visitor books 1 & 2

I Love Hackney



The future of residential streets

Full marks on Healthy Streets



Eviction notice after 10 days

Notices plastered all over the bay 48 hours to quit Hackney



Reaction by locals to eviction notices



Media reaction



Move to Wadeson Street, Tower Hamlets

View from a window Neighbours start talking to each other



Visitors to Wadeson Street



Reaction to Wadeson Street parklet



Current Council initiatives



Are parklets the future for parking bays?

• New regulatory framework

• Encourage people to apply and pay for 

parklet permits

• Provide light touch regulation and 

oversight

• Allow people to invest in their public realm 

• Allow people to express their creativity

• Provide subsidies in poorer areas


